
CALL TO STUDENTS  
 

“Meditate upon these things; give thyself wholly to them; that thy 

profiting may appear to all. Take heed unto thyself, and unto the 

doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save 

thyself, and them that hear thee.”  (1 Timothy 4:15, 16). 

Purpose 

“To every student I would say, Never rest satisfied with a low standard. 

In attending school, be sure that you have in view a noble, holy object. 

Go because you desire to fit yourselves for service in some part of the 

Lord's vineyard. Do all that you can to attain this object. You can do 

more for yourselves than anyone can do for you. And if you do all that 

you can for yourselves, what a burden you will lift from the principal 

and the teachers!”    –Counsels to Parents, Teachers and Students, p. 

218. 

“Students, if you will watch and pray, and make earnest efforts in the 

right direction, you will be thoroughly imbued with the spirit of Christ. 

‘Put ye on the (Lord Jesus Christ), and make not provision for the flesh, 

to fulfill the lusts thereof.’ (Romans 13:14). Be determined that you 

will make the school a success. If you will heed the instruction given in 

the word of God you may go forth with a development of intellectual 

and moral power that will cause even angels to rejoice, and God will 

joy over you with singing. Under such discipline you will secure the 

fullest development of your faculties. Let not the buoyancy and the 

lust of youth through manifold temptations make your day of 

opportunity and privilege a failure. Day by day put on Christ, and in the 

brief season of your test and trial here below maintain your dignity in 

the strength of God, as co-workers with the highest agencies of 

heaven.” –Counsels to Parents, Teachers and Students, p.103. 

 

 



Calling  

           “Young men are wanted. God calls them to missionary fields. 

Being comparatively free from care and responsibilities, they are more 

favorably situated to engage in the work than are those who must 

provide for the training and support of a large family. Furthermore, 

young men can more readily adapt themselves to new climates and 

new society, and can better endure inconveniences and hardships. By 

tact and perseverance they can reach the people where they are… 

          “The Master calls for gospel workers; who will respond? Not all 

who enter the army are to be generals, captains, sergeants, or even 

corporals. Not all have the care and responsibility of leaders. There is 

hard work of other kinds to be done. Some must dig trenches and 

build fortifications; some are to stand as sentinels, some to carry 

messages. While there are but few officers, it requires many soldiers to 

form the rank and file of the army; yet its success depends upon the 

fidelity of every soldier. One man's cowardice or treachery may bring 

disaster upon the entire army....”  –Counsels to Parents, Teachers and 

Students, pp. 517, 518. 

“He who has appointed ‘to every man his work’ (Mark 13:34) 

according to his ability, will never let the faithful performance of duty 

go unrewarded. Every act of loyalty and faith will be crowned with 

special tokens of God’s favor and approbation. To every worker is 

given the promise, ‘He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious 

seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves 

with him.’ ( Psalm 126:6).” –Testimonies for the Church, vol. 5, pp. 390-

395. 

Behavior 

“Those students who profess to love God and obey the truth should 

possess that degree of self-control and strength of religious principle 

that will enable them to remain unmoved amid temptations and to 

stand up for Jesus in the college, at their boarding houses, or wherever 

they may be. Religion is not to be worn merely as a cloak in the house 

of God; religious principles should characterize the entire life. Those 



who are drinking at the fountain of life will not, like the worldling, 

manifest a longing desire for change and pleasure. In their deportment 

and character will be seen the rest and peace and happiness that they 

have found in Jesus by daily laying their perplexities and burdens at His 

feet. They will show that in the path of obedience and duty there is 

contentment and even joy. Such ones will exert an influence over their 

fellow students which will tell upon the entire school.   

“Those who compose this faithful army will refresh and strengthen the 

teachers by discouraging every species of unfaithfulness, of discord, 

and of neglect to comply with the rules and regulations. Their 

influence will be saving, and their works will not perish in the great day 

of God, but will follow them into the future world; and the influence of 

their life here will tell throughout the ceaseless ages of eternity.”  

–Counsels to Parents, Teachers and Students, p. 98. 

 

Devotion 

“Students are to offer to God nothing less than their best. Mental 

effort will become easier and more satisfactory as they set themselves 

to the task of understanding the deep things of God. Each should 

decide that he will not be a second-rate student, that he will not allow 

others to think for him. He should say, ‘That which other minds have 

acquired in the sciences and in the word of God, I will acquire through 

painstaking effort.’ He should rally the best powers of the mind and, 

with a sense of his accountability to God, do his best to conquer 

difficulties. And as far as possible, he should seek the society of those 

who are able to help him, who can detect his mistakes, and put him on 

his guard against indolence, pretense, and surface work.  

“The true motive of service is to be kept before students. The training 

they receive is to help them to develop into useful men and women. 

Every means that will uplift and ennoble them is to be employed. They 

are to be taught to use their powers in harmony with God's will. The 

influence exerted by a true, pure life is ever to be kept before them. 



This will aid them in their preparation for service. Daily they will grow 

stronger, better prepared, through the grace of Christ and a study of 

His word, to put forth aggressive efforts against evil.     No other 

knowledge is so firm, so consistent, so far-reaching, as that obtained 

from the study of God's word. Here is the fountain of all true 

knowledge.”   –Counsels to Parents, Teachers and Students, p. 499. 

 

Responsibility 

“Students, make your school life as perfect as possible. You will pass 

over the way but once, and precious are the opportunities granted 

you. You are not only to learn but to practice the lessons of Christ. 

While obtaining your education, you have the opportunity to tell of the 

wonderful truths of God's word. Improve every such opportunity. God 

will bless every minute spent in this way. Maintain your simplicity and 

your love for souls, and the Lord will lead you in safe paths. The rich 

experience you gain will be of more value to you than gold or silver or 

precious stones.  

“You know not to what position you may be called in the future. God 

may use you as He used Daniel, to take the knowledge of the truth to 

the mighty of the earth. It rests with you to say whether you will have 

skill and knowledge to do this work. God can give you skill in all your 

learning. He can help you to adapt yourself to the line of study you 

take up. Make it your first interest to gather up right, noble, uplifting 

principles. God desires you to witness for Him. He does not want you 

to stand still; He wants you to run in the way of His commandments.  

  

“Christ desires to use every student as His agent. You are to co-operate 

with the One who gave His life for you. What rich blessings would 

come to our schools if teachers and students would consecrate 

themselves, heart, mind, soul, and strength, to God's service as His 

helping hand! His helping hand--that is what you may be if you will 

yield yourselves to His keeping. He will lead you safely, and enable you 

to make straight paths for yourselves and for others. He will give you 



knowledge and wisdom, and a fitness for fuller service.” –Counsels to 

Parents, Teachers and Students, pp. 554, 555. 

 

Trustworthiness 

“I entreat the students in our schools to be sober-minded. The frivolity 

of the young is not pleasing to God. Their sports and games open the 

door to a flood of temptations. They are in possession of God's 

heavenly endowment in their intellectual faculties, and they should 

not allow their thoughts to be cheap and low. A character formed in 

accordance with the precepts of God's word will reveal steadfast 

principles, pure, noble aspirations. The Holy Spirit co-operates with the 

powers of the human mind, and high and holy impulses are the sure 

result…”  –Counsels to Parents, Teachers and Students, p. 366. 

 

Fraternity 

“Not all the youth are able to grasp ideas quickly. If you see a fellow 

student who has difficulty in understanding his lessons, explain them 

to him. State your ideas in clear, simple language. Often minds 

apparently stolid will catch ideas more quickly from a fellow student 

than from a teacher. Be patient and persevering, and by and by the 

hesitancy and dullness will disappear. In your efforts to help others, 

you will be helped. God will give you power to advance in your studies. 

He will co-operate with you, and in heaven the words will be spoken of 

you, ‘Good and faithful servant.’  

“Let every student realize that he is in the school to help his fellow 

students to co-operate with God, to co-operate with the prayers that 

are rising in their behalf. In sympathy and love he should help his 

associates to press heavenward.”   –Counsels to Parents, Teachers and 

Students, pp. 552, 553. 

 



“Students can do much to make the school a success by working with 

their teachers to help other students, and by zealously endeavoring to 

lift themselves above cheap, low standards. Those who co-operate 

with Christ will become refined in speech and in temper. They will not 

be unruly and self-caring, studying their own selfish pleasure and 

gratification. They will bend all their efforts to work with Christ as 

messengers of His mercy and love. They are one with Him in spirit and 

in action. They seek to store the mind with the precious treasures of 

God's word, that each may do his appointed work.”  –Counsels to 

Parents, Teachers and Students, p. 100. 

 

Regularity 

“Many students come to college with intellectual habits that are a 

hindrance to them. One of the most difficult to manage is the habit of 

performing mental work as a matter of routine, instead of bringing to 

bear upon each study thoughtful, determined effort to master 

difficulties and to grasp the principles at the foundation of the subject 

under consideration. Indolence, apathy, irregularity, are to be 

dreaded, and the binding of oneself to routine is just as much to be 

dreaded.  

“Through the grace of Christ it is in the power of students to change 

this habit of routine, and it is for their best interests and future 

usefulness rightly to direct the mental faculties, training them to do 

service under the guidance of the wisest of all teachers, whose power 

they may claim by faith. This will give them success in their intellectual 

efforts, in accordance with God's promise.”      –Counsels to Parents, 

Teachers and Students, p. 394.   

 

 

 

 



Cooperation 

“Students should have their own seasons of prayer, when they may 

offer fervent petitions in behalf of the principal and teachers of the 

school that they may be given physical strength, mental clearness, 

moral power, spiritual discernment, and be  qualified by the grace of 

Christ to do the work with fidelity and fervent love. They should pray 

that the teachers may be agents through whom God shall work to 

make good prevail over evil. Every day the student may exert a silent, 

prayerful influence, and thus co-operate with Christ, the Missionary in 

chief.” –Counsels to Parents, Teachers and Students, p. 553. 

 

 


